‘y\\f/~ 11. SAFEGUARDING POLICY

UPPER DALES COMMUNITY LAND TRUST

Context The Upper Dales Community Land Trust (UDCLT) is a
registered charity and its mission is to provide affordable,
sustainable housing for people born, living or working in
the Upper Dales, thus protecting our unique community,
history and legacy.
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Definitions

Allegation
Describes an assertion of misconduct that has not yet
been investigated or proved on the balance of probability.

Charity Commission
The Charity Commission of England and Wales.

Complaint

Describes a matter raised which refers to an alleged
incident of harm or potential harm. A complaint may be
raised by the individual affected or by a witness.

Duty of Care
Duty of care is a legal obligation to act reasonably and
avoid causing harm to others.

Legislation

All citizens of the United Kingdom have their rights
enshrined within the Human Rights Act 1998. Children’s
legislation includes the Children’s Act 1989 and 2004.We
also follow Working Together to safeguarding children
2023.

Harm

There are a wide range of possible harms, both on-line

and in person. These include:

- sexual harassment, abuse and exploitation

- criminal exploitation

- acharity’s culture, which may allow poor behaviour
and poor accountability

- people abusing a position of trust they hold within a
charity

- bullying or harassment

- commercial exploitation

- cyber abuse

- discrimination on any of the grounds in the Equality
Act 2010

- people targeting our charity

- data breaches, including those under General Data
Protection Regulations (GDPR)

- negligent treatment

- domestic abuse

- self-neglect

- physical or emotional abuse

- extremism and radicalisation

- forced marriage/modern slavery/human trafficking
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Purpose

Protecting and safeguarding people is a governance
responsibility for the UDCLT. We have a Duty of Care to
take reasonable steps to protect from harm people who
come into contact with our charity.

The purpose of this policy is to
- Protect people from harm
- Make sure people can raise safeguarding concerns
- Handle allegations or incidents
- Respond, including reporting to the relevant
authorities.

Application

Trustees and Volunteers of the UDCLT, those working
with the Trust to further its business and members of the
public.

Review

Reviews will be undertaken by the UDCLT Board on an
annual basis, or earlier if necessary.

Start date

1st February 2025
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Policy

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. For our
safeguarding policy to be effective every volunteer, trustee
and people who supports us whatever their role, will play
their part in keeping people safe.

We will create an environment where volunteers and staff
feel able to raise safeguarding concerns and feel
supported with their safeguarding responsibilities.

Volunteers are asked to reveal any convictions at the
application stage. With their agreement a DBS check will
be made if necessary. Convictions will not automatically
exclude an individual from being involved with the Trust. A
decision regarding the seriousness and nature of the
offence(s), the length of time that has elapsed since and
the attitude of the individual to these convictions will all be
considered before a decision is made.

We will ensure the reporting of abuse is appropriate and
in line with local, national and Charity Commission
requirements and Information Sharing guidance.

In order to create a positive environment we will include
safeguarding as part of our induction arrangements for
new volunteers to make them aware of their safeguarding
responsibilities and procedures to be followed if they have
a safeguarding concern.

We will ensure that safeguarding is discussed as part of
our governance processes at least once every year when
reviewing this policy.

The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) in UDCLT is
the Secretary, who will arrange for discussions about
safeguarding to take place and take responsibility for
following up and reporting any suspected reports of
abuse.

On receipt of an allegation the DSL will arrange for an
investigation to take place, or report the matter to the
relevant authorities for investigation. Should the allegation
be against this individual then any trustee can be
approached.

The results of the investigation will determine the next
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Agreed on:

14th January 2025

Any comments

Date of next review | January 2026
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